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With an indecipherable acronym for a title and an esoteric slice of history framing its narrative, this
hardly counts as one of the Fringe's most immediately approachable shows. But be not afraid:
OTOSOTR is well worth approaching.

Anatoliy Ogay's solo drama with music about Soviet Koreans deported to Kazakhstan who later join
the communist struggle against Hitler's armies is a passionate, compelling, stylish show, propelled
along by Ogay's magnetic performance. And it's a work that ultimately moves beyond its historical
specifics to become a moving, captivating interrogation of family love, cultural identity and
technology.

Ogay recounts the tale of his beloved half-deaf grandfather, shipped with thousands of others from
a section of Korea that found itself within Soviet borders to landlocked, arid central Asia. He
volunteers for brutal Soviet army training on the promise of a better life in Europe, only to find
himself the victim of harrowing ordeals and brutal Nazi attacks.

Performing behind and with an electronic keyboard, Ogay uses narration, music and song to convey
his powerful monologue, supported by a grid of neon lights that flick evocatively between colours to
reflect the show's themes and moods. OTOSOTR is a gripping, revelatory show. Listen hard and
you'll even get to hear what its title stands for.

Underbelly Cowgate, until 26 Aug (not 13), 6.40pm, £10-£11 (£9-£10).

OTOSOTR =

Anatoliy Ogay and Tatyana Kim A story of one of the 200,000 Koreans
who were deported from the Russian-Korean boarder by the Soviet
government in 1937. It is an exploration of the life of a Soviet soldier of
Korean descent Anatoliy Ogay. This is a journey of a WWII hero who
fought Nazis in Berlin in 1945, survived the...
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DAVID KETTLE writer and editor

CONTACT ME

Hi. I'm David Kettle. Welcome to my website, and thanks for visiting.
I'm an experienced arts writer and editor, based in Edinburgh.

I am a music critic for The Daily Telegraph, The Scotsman and The Arts Desk, and
resources editor at Music Teacher magazine. I also write regularly for The List and The
Strad magazines, and I was programmes editor for the Royal Scottish National
Orchestra from 2013 to 2018.

My work has also appeared in numerous other publications including The Times, BBC
Music Magazine, Classical Music, International Piano, San Francisco Chronicle, Scotland

on Sunday, Folk Roots, The Great Outdoors, Sinfini Music and The Edinburgh Reporter.

I was one of the team behind the launch of Universal Music's Sinfini Music, commissioning and editing hundreds of
composer and artist articles for the site. I also launched Amati Magazine online.

I have also undertaken project management, writing and editing work for numerous arts organisations, including

Edinburgh International Festival
BBC Proms

Scottish Opera

Scottish Chamber Orchestra

BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra
Scottish Ensemble

Usher Hall

Royal Northern Sinfonia

Hebrides Ensemble

I have more than 20 years’ experience in music and arts journalism, including ten years at BBC Music Magazine, two
years as Editor at London’s South Bank Centre, and four years at The Strad magazine.
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A show that reveals resonance despite a foreboding
appearance

With an indecipherable acronym for a title and an esoteric slice of history framing its narrative, this
hardly counts as one of the Fringe's most immediately approachable shows. But be not afraid:
OTOSOTR is well worth approaching.

https://edinburghfestival.list.co.uk/article/102721-otosotr/ 1/3



12/15/2018 OTOSOTR - A show that reveals resonance despite a foreboding appearance | Edinburgh Festival
Anatoliy Ogay's solo drama with music about Soviet Koreans deported to Kazakhstan who later join
the communist struggle against Hitler's armies is a passionate, compelling, stylish show, propelled
along by Ogay's magnetic performance. And it's a work that ultimately moves beyond its historical
specifics to become a moving, captivating interrogation of family love, cultural identity and technology.

Ogay recounts the tale of his beloved half-deaf grandfather, shipped with thousands of others from a
section of Korea that found itself within Soviet borders to landlocked, arid central Asia. He volunteers
for brutal Soviet army training on the promise of a better life in Europe, only to find himself the victim
of harrowing ordeals and brutal Nazi attacks.

Performing behind and with an electronic keyboard, Ogay uses narration, music and song to convey
his powerful monologue, supported by a grid of neon lights that flick evocatively between colours to
reflect the show's themes and moods. OTOSOTR is a gripping, revelatory show. Listen hard and you'll
even get to hear what its title stands for.

Underbelly Cowgate, until 26 Aug (not 13), 6.40pm, £10-£11 (£9-£10).

OTOSOTR

Anatoliy Ogay and Tatyana Kim A story of one of the 200,000 Koreans who were deported from the
Russian-Korean boarder by the Soviet government in 1937. It is an exploration of the life of a Soviet
soldier of Korean descent Anatoliy Ogay. This is a journey of a WWII hero who fought Nazis in Berlin in
1945, survived the...
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12/13/2018 OTOSOTR

Update this event

OTOSOTR....

e Website: anatoliyo22.wixsite.com/otosotr

otosotr.show
Elotosotr

Jump to reviews or comments

Anatoliy Ogay and Tatyana Kim

A story of one of the 200,000 Koreans who were deported from the Russian-Korean boarder by the
Soviet government in 1937. It is an exploration of the life of a Soviet soldier of Korean descent Anatoliy
Ogay. This is a journey of a WWII hero who fought Nazis in Berlin in 1945, survived the communist
regime in 1991 and preserved his Korean identity throughout his life. This powerful, extraordinary story
that is told by his grandson traces his grandfather's life journey through a witty text, multimedia
storytelling and contemporary music.

Text supplied by third party.

Performance times

We have no details of upcoming performances, if you do please let us know.

https://edinburghfestival.list.co.uk/event/1002155-otosotr/ 1/3
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Reviews & features

OTOSOTR

8 Aug 2018eeee

A show that reveals resonance despite a foreboding appearance

With an indecipherable acronym for a title and an esoteric slice of history framing its narrative, this
hardly counts as one of the Fringe's most immediately approachable shows. But be not afraid:

OTOSOTR

OTOSOTR is well worth approaching. Anatoliy Ogay's...
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